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REPORT,  1924 


ORGANISATION. 

.\l  the  bcginnitig  of  the  year  a change  was  made  in  the 
arrangement  of  duties  of  School  Nurse.  Up  until  then,  one  School 
Nurse  was  employed  visiting  all  the  schools  and  in  following  up 
defective  children  in  their  homes.  In  addition,  two  Health  \hsitors 
were  engaged  in  visiting  homes,  and  one  Nurse  for  tuberculosis 
work.  This  arrangement  often  led  to  two  nurses  visiting  the  same 
liouse,  and  much  loss  of  time  in  going  from  one  place  to  another. 
A new  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  the  town  is  ilivided 
into  four  apiwoximately  equal  parts,  and  one  nurse  is  responsible 
for  all  the  visiting  and  attendance  at  the  stehools  in  one  district  of 
the  town.  This  gives  the  nurse  a better  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  people  in  her  district,  saves  time,  and  avoids  irritation  from  a 
variety  of  visitors  going  to  the  same  home.  In  other  respects 

the  organisation  of  the  School  Medical  Service  remains  the  same  as 

in  recent  years.  Close  co-ordination  between  the  Public  Health 
Service  and  the  School  Medical  Service  is  maintained,  and  the  whole 
field  covered  as  completely  as  possible,  including  the  ascertainment 
and  supervision  of  mentally  detective  and  crippled  children. 

The  arrangements  for  inspection  and  treatment  remain 

practically  the  same.  The  agreement  with  the  Board  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  and  for  the  correction  of  refraction  is  working 
satisfactorily,  and  there  is  now  no  undue  delay  in  receiving  treatment. 

THE  DENTAL  CLINIC. 

While  the  number  of  children  inspected  by  the  School  Dentist 
is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  the  number  accepting  treatment  has 
increased  materially.  Last  year  the  numbers  fell  off  for  a time 
owing  to  increased  charges,  but  rose  on  reverting  to  the  old  lee. 
This  year  there  is  a further  distinct  improvement. 

Although  I was  able  to  state  in  my  last  report  that  it  had  been 
agreed  to  alter  Bishiop  (iraham’s  School  so  as  to  provide  better 
accommodation  for  the  school  clinics,  we  are  still  in  the  old  un- 
satisfactory premises.  We  hope,  however,  to  move  to  the  new 
premises  at  the  end  of  the  first  cpiarter  of  the  present  year.  One 
of  the  rooms  is  being  fitted  uj)  as  a sham])oo  station,  which  should 
greatly  facilitate  work  in  the  cleansing  of  children. 
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There  arc  eighteen  schools  in  the  City  comprising  33  depart - 
ments,  and  during  the  year  there  were  6,045  pupils  on  the  roll, 
including  those  under  5 and  over  14  years.  The  average  attendance 
was  5,452,  or  90  3 per  cent. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  measles  and  mumps  were 
prevalent.  Later,  chicken-pox  became  common,  and  is  still  a cause 
of  absence;  while  during  the  autumn  months  a mild  form  of 
inliuenza  was  the  cause  of  much  loss  of  attendance. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  has  been  good 
thoughout  the  year,  any  defects  found  being  remedied  at  once. 
Special  visits  have  been  made  to  the  schools  to  ascertain  to  what 
extent  the  available  space  for  ventilation  was  used.  In  most  of 
the  schools  only  one-third  of  the  window  space  is  made  to  open, 
and  that  space  is  not  generally  used  even  during  play  hours.  A 
general  instruction  to  teachers  to  use  all  available  means  of  ventilation 
as  circumstances  will  admit  would  do  much  good.  It  would  at  least 
be  an  introduction  to  more  thorough  methods  of  open-air  education. 

The  cloak-room  accommodation  in  some  of  the  schools  is 
inadequate,  and  the  supply  of  towels  quite  insufficient. 

The  old  type  of  bench  desk,  which  is  a source  of  overcrowding 
and  bad  posture,  it  is  understood,  will  be  gradually  replaced. 

The  following  defects  were  found  and  remedied: — ■ 

Reported 

Sanitary  conveniences  (unclean)  ...  2 

,,  ,,  requiring  repair  4 

Premises  not  kept  clean  ...  3 

Choked  gully  ...  ...  i 

Classrooms  requiring  decora! inn  ...  5 

y\shbins  requiring  renewal  or  emptying  ...  i 

Defective  yard  surface  ...  2 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

i he  children  examined  in  the  routine  medical  inspections  were 
the  entrants,  <S-year-olds,  and  leavers,  and  during  routine  \’isits  to 
schcjols  emj)loyed  children  were  specially  examined.  Other  children 
exiimined  at  school  are  submitted  by  the  teacher,  parent,  or  school 
mil  sc,  as  Occasion  ref|uires.  The  number  ol  children  t:xamincd  in 
routine  insiieclions  was  1,673,  Lliis  number  including  508  entrants, 
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5 23  intermediates,  and  642  leavers.  In  addition,  special  inspections 

of  children  subrnitled  by  a teacher  or  otherwise,  numbered  3,238 
and  re-e.\aminations  1,048,  while  104  employed  children  .vere 
examined  at  school.  Either  in  routine  or  special  inspections,  5,015 
children  have  been  examined  at  school.  At  the  inspection  clinic, 
where  most  of  the  special  examinations  and  following-up  is  done, 
3,138  inspections  and  1,048  re-inspections  were  made.  All  children 
referred  as  defective  or  marked  for  observation  have  been  seen 
subsequently  either  at  the  clinic  or  in  school. 

FINDINGS  AT  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

/'/tvsical  Measureiuents . — The  following  table  .shews  the 
average  height  and  weight  of  the  intermediate  and  leaver  groups, 
together  with  the  corresponding  heights  and  weights  of  .similar 
children  in  the  general  population:  — 


Age. 

Heifjht  in  Inches. 

Chester.  Average  Population. 

Weight  in  Ihs. 

Chester.  Average  Populatiun 

Boys 

8 

47-20 

47-05 

U-i 

CO 

54-90 

1 2 

54‘3i 

54-99 

76-70 

1 3 

55-62 

56-91 

77-92 

82-60 

Girls 

8 

47-02 

47-60 

49-85 

52-10 

I 2 

54'52 

55-66 

76-34 

76-40 

1 3 

5606 

5777 

78-61 

87-20 

The  dilierences  in  height  and  weight  between  Chester  children 
and  similar  children  in  the  general  population  are  about  the  same 
as  usual.  Experience  with  older  children  at  the  City  and  Lounty 
School  shews  that  Chester  children  quite  attain  the  average  height 
and  weight  by  the  age  of  16  or  17. 

(a)  Maliuil/ iiion. — Children  found  distinctly  below  normal 
nutrition  numbered  21  in  all.  Most  of  those  children  shewed  cither 
signs  of  neglect,  and  got  their  meals  irregularly.  Fde\-cn  other 
children  were  slightly  below  normal  nutrition,  and  were  no'  .so 
evidently  neglected  children.  Some  of  those  cases  were  reported  to 
the  Guild  of  Social  Welfare,  and  are  included  amongst  22  children 
found  with  detective  clothing  and  foot  gear,  chieliy  the  latter. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  Guild,  those  cases  were  fitted  with 
suitable  apparel. 

(b;  C/ nclea/i/ i/tess The.  procedure  necessary  to  comply  strictly 
with  the  Education  Act  and  still  carry  out  the  work  thoroughly 
imposes  upon  a small  Authority  like.  Chester  unnecessary  expense 
and  irritation.  To  comply  witfi  the  Act,  it  is  necessary  to  see  thosq 
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chilcirc'ii  lor  ro-inspcction  <it  scIkjoI,  and  not  at  the  I'linic.  During 
the  year  the  following  i)ro('edure  was  adopted.  At  an  insnection 
for  lUK'leanliness  all  those  lound  unelcan  arc  sent  home,  with  a card 
gi\’ing'  directions  lor  cleansing,  and  asked  to  return  to  school  the 
following  day.  If  still  unclean,  a statutory  notice  is  sterved  on  the 
parent,  which  has  to  be  done  by  registered  post,  and  instructions 
as  to  cleansing  again  enclosed.  The  parent  is  informed  that  if  the 
child  is  found  unclean  on  returning  to  school  on  the  following  day, 
he  will  be  sent  to  the  cleansing  station  aitd  cleansed.  This  juo- 
( calure  was  followed  in  all  cases  for  some,  months,  but  it  was  found 
imi)ossible  to  deal  with  all  the  cases  at  the  cleansing  station,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  those  with  only  a few  nits  were 
not  dealt  with.  The  conditions,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  improved  after 
the  opening  of  our  new  premises,  where  a shampoo  station  will 
be  installed. 

The  condition  is  of  very  grctit  importance,  as,  besides  the  very 
evident  evils,  there  are  many  less  evident  but  still  evil  conse- 
ipiences  both  to  body  and  mind.  During  the  year,  10,319  e.Kami- 
nations  for  utu  leanliness  were  made,  and  7 1 7 cases  found  sufficiently 
bad  to  require  exclusion.  On  this  basis  ir8  per  cent,  ot  pujuls 
in  the  schools  are  unclean.  One  hundred  and  thirty-four  children 
were  cleansed  at  the  cleansing  station.  One  parent  was  proceeded 
against  on  this  account. 

(c)  Ski/i  Disc-’ases cases  of  these  conditir)ns  are  met 
with  at  the  ins))ection  clinic  as  they  are  referred  to  the  School 
Medical  (Officer  by  the  teacher  as  soon  as  found. 

liK  hiding  135  cases  of  ring-worm,  449  cases  ol  skin  alfection 
were  met  with.  Of  those,  167  were  cases  of  impetigo,  which  still 
produces  many  fewer  cases  than  a few  ye.irs  back.  Most  cases  of 
ring-worm  were  infections  of  the  body,  and  were  c|uickly  cured. 
Ringworm  of  the  sc;dp  numbered  61  cases,  a few  more  than  List 
year.  Treatment  with  sub-chloride  ol  tnercury  and  iodine  has  been 
used  for  the  majority  of  cases  with  satisfactory  results.  Latterly, 
(•(illusol  iodine  oil  h.as  been  tried,  but  it  is  yet  too  soon  to  form  an 
opinion  of  its  efficacy.  It  has  the  advantage  that  it  does  not 
produce  any  scurfy  condition  of  the  scalp  which  so  many  other 
forms  of  treatment  do. 

(d  , ExU'nud  Eye  ('/c/cc/.s-.— The  adoption  ol  a stricter  standtird 
in  this  condition  has  materially  increased  the  ntnnber  of  cases. 
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One  hundred  and  five  cases  were  met  with  and  treated.  Of  tlmse, 
67  were  inflammation  of  the  eyelids  and  38  of  the  eoniunctivae. 
In  both  cases  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  slight  affections. 

(e)  Vision. — Including  visual  defects  of  whatever  degree  and 
children  who  had  bro’*"''  their  glasses,  391  cases  were  met  with. 
The  majority  of  thos'  -"•e  slight  defects  not  requiring  treatment. 
Those  recommended  to  the  Infirmary  for  treatment  under  the  scheme 
numbered  180,  of  which  14  were  cases  of  squint.  New  ca.ses 
requiring  correction  of  a visual  error  numbered  89.  Some  of  the 
cases  were  sent  for  re-examination  at  the  Infirmary,  on  having 
broken  their  glasses.  There  are  still  many  cases  in  which  the 
parent  objects  to  the  child  wearing  glasses,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be 
a handicap  in  obtaining  employment. 

(f)  Eor  Disease  and  Hearing. — During  routine  medical  in- 
spection 25,  and  at  special  inspection  15  children  were  found  to  be 
somewhat  deaf.  Only  one  child  was  found  seriously  deaf.  The 
chief  causes  of  the  minor  degrees  of  deafness  were  wax,  otitis  media;, 
and  adenoids,  many  of  which  were  curable.  There  were  60  cases 
of  otitis  media  met  with,  and  38  cases  of  wax  in  the  ears  causing 
deafness. 

(g)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids .—Kt  routine  inspections,  223  children 
were  found  with  some  form  of  defect  of  nose  or  throat,  and  of  those 
172  required  some  lorm  of  treatment,  51  being  kept  under  observation. 
The  number  receiving  operative  treatment  was  30,  i 2 less  than  last 
year;  and  203  of  all  those  met  with,  whether  at  routine  or  special 
inspections,  received  some  other  form  of  treatment.  The  number  uf 
those  defects  found  at  special  inspections  was  235.  Catarrh  of  the 
nose  or  throat  was  very  common  throughout  the  year.  A more  liberal 
use  of  open  windows  instead  of  increasing  this  condition  would  tend  to 
lessen  it,  as  such  a procedure  would  lessen  the  liability  to  infection, 
and  would  help  by  stimulating  effects  of  fresh  air  to  tone  up  the 
systems  of  the  children.  Handkerchief  drill,  which  is  now  commonly 
practised,  is  all  to  the  good.  Breathing  exercises  might  be  more 
commonly  used  with  advantage. 

(h)  Enlarged  Cerincal  Glands. — In  all,  77  children  were  found 
with  enlarged  cervical  glands.  Of  those,  8 were  suspected  to  be 
tuberculous,  and  referred  to  the  tuberculosis  dispensary.  The 
others  were  slight,  and  due  to  old  se]:)tic  absor])tion. 

(i)  Defective  Teeth. — In  routine  inspection,  without  1 he  use  of 
mirror  or  probe,  381  children  were  found  to  have  three  or  more 
defective  teeth.  The  worst  cases  were  referred  to  the  den'ist. 
so  as  to  save  time  before  the  regular  dental  inspection, 
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(j)  Ifpart  and  Cirriilnfion . — Some  abnnrmnlity  in  the  circu- 
lalory  system  was  met  with  in  104  cliildren — ^almut  ,30  less  than 
last  year.  Of  these,  23  were  cases  of  orsranic  heart  disease,  and 
26  were  functional  affections  of  the  heart.  The  early  diagnosis  of 
rheumatism  in  children  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  but  not 
always  easy,  and  the  parent  further  complicates  matters  by  his 
belief  in  the  mythical  condition  known  as  growing  pains.  In  this 
connection  the  benefit  of  instruction  of  both  the  parent  and  the 
child  in  the  imimrtance  of  avoiding  sources  of  septic  absorption, 
such  as  decaying  teeth  and  sei^ic  sores,  ought  to  be  considered. 

There  were  55  cases  of  aiifemia  of  greater  or  less  degree, 
some  as  secondary  to  other  conditions  and  others  apparently  from 
overcrowding  and  bad  housing  conditions. 

fk)  Lung  Affections . — During  routine  inspections,  32  cases  of 
bronchitis  and  26  cases  of  other  non-tubercular  pulmonary  abnor- 
mality; and  during  special  inspections,  56  and  14,  respectively,  of 
those  conditions  were  met  with.  This  is  a slight  increase  over  last 
year,  which  is  quite  in  a''cordance  with  the  dull  wet  summer  and 
autumn.  None  of  the  cases  was  severe,  and  a few  did  not  require 
treatment. 

(l)  Tuberculosis . — No  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
met  with  during  the  year,  but  8 suspects  were  sent  to  the  tuber- 
culosis dispensary  for  observation. 

Cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  found  during  the  year 
included  i t children  with  tuberculous  glands,  3 of  abdominal  disease, 
2 of  skin  and  3 of  bones,  including  one  case  of  siiinal  disease. 
Arrangements  for  treatment  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  now 
much  more  complete,  and  all  those  cases  have  received  suitable 
treatment.  Treatment  of  many  of  those  cases  is  long  and  expensive, 
and  too  often  leaves  some  crippling  defect  liehind.  We  shall  con- 
tinue to  suffer  those  losses  and  spend  lavishly  until  the  source  of 
most  of  them — the  row  giving  tuberculous  milk — is  eliminated. 
During  the  past  year,  a number  lof  children  of  school  age  suffering 
from  non-|)ulmonary  ttiberculosis  have  been  treated  at  the  Tuber- 
culosis Pavilion.  .Sealanff,  with  very  promising  results  The  Sister- 
in-charge  gives  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a half  instruction  in  school 
work  daily,  suitable  books  having  been  got  through  the  education 
Department. 

(m)  Nervous  System. — During  routine  medical  insiteition,  3 
cases  of  nervous  .allections  were  met  with,  and  17  during  specitil 
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inspections.  Those  ineliirled  o rnses  of  mild  epilepsy,  5 of  chorea, 
6 other  nervous  conditions  siu  h as  enuresis. 

(n)  Dejonnitips.  In  all,  30  cases  of  deformitv  were  met 
with,  1 7 at  routine  inspections  and  13  at  special  insi')ections.  Four 
cases  only  were  due  to  rickets,  i i to  physiological  curvature  of  the 
spine,  and  i 5 to  other  forms  of  deformity,  such  as  flat-foot  and  the 
after-effects  of  infantile  paralysis.  Ris  kets  seems  to  he  becoming  less 
prevalent.  Although  still  seen  in  infancy,  it  is  not  generally  severe,, 
and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  improved  feeding  and  (, pen-air 
have  cured  the  condition  before  noticeable  deformity  takes  place. 
The  physiological  cur\'ature  of  the  spine  is  at  least  encouraged  by 
the  unsuitable  desks  in  most  of  the  schools — a condition  which  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  is  to  be  improved.  This  condition  and  flat-foot 
might  be  materially  benefited  by  properly  arranged  physical  exercises 
under  supervision. 

(o^  State  o]  nccinatioii . — The  following  table  shews  the  state 
of  vaccination  of  school  children:  — 

UNVACCINATED. 


1922 

Leavers. 

i4’o  0/0 

Intermediates. 

27-0  <1/0 

Entrants. 

2 4'0  '’/o 

1923 

1 8 ' 6 0/0 

2 I • 9 0/0 

30-5  0/0 

1924 

2 0"  5 O/q 

24-2  0/0  ... 

38-7  'Vo 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  arrangements  for  the  control  of  infectious  disease  remain 
unaltered.  , ,/ 

Of  the  notifiable  diseases  met  with  in  the  schools  during 
the  year,  there  were  41  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  fi  of  diphtheria. 
This  is  a /slig-ht  increase  in  scarlet  fever  and  a decrease  in  diphtheria 
compared  with  last  year,  which  was  quite  exceptionally  free  from 
infectious  disease.  ' 

Scarlet  Fe^'er.  Of  the  46  cases  of  this  disease  notified  as 
occurring  amongst  children  of  school  age,  only  6 were  in  one  depart- 
ment of  a school.  Seventeen  dejiartments  were  affected,  and  of 
those,  7 had  only  one  case,  3 had  a,  3 had  3,  2 had  4,  i - 
and  I — 6. 

The  cases  were  almost  all  mild,  but  an  occasional  well-marked 
case  was  met  with. 

In  schools  other  than  Public  Iclementary  Schools,  there  wei’e 
5 cases.  I 
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Di phUieria . — This  disease  lias  again  been  romparatively  light  in 
incidence,  tliere  having  l:)een  only  i i cases.  This  is  5 less  than  last 
year,  which  was  itself  a year  of  exceedingly  low  incidence.  This 
year’s  figure  is  only  about  a fifth  of  what  occurred  three  or  four 
years  ago.  The  cases  were  mild,  and  there  was  little  in  the  way 
of  evil  after-effects. 

Chicken-pox . — One  hundred  cases  of  chicken-pox  were  notified 
to  the  department  during  the  year.  Of  those,  92  w^ere  amongst 
children  between  the  ages  of  4 and  15.  All  those,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  have  been  visited  and  the  diagnosis  confirmed  Tt  is, 
however,  highly  probable  that  many  cases  do  not  come  to  our  noticei, 
and  there  is  thus  a distinct  danger  of  small-pox  being  overlooked. 

Encephalitis  Lefha)\c;ica . — One  case  of  this  disease  occurred 
in  a boy  attending  an  elementary  school.  The  child  had  been  ill 
for  some  time  b'efore  notification,  and  enquiry  as  to  his  movements 
or  history  before  illness  disclosed  nothing  to  point  to  a possible 
source.  His  earliest  symptoms  were  pain  and  stiffness  in  his  limb?, 
anld  !he  was  treated  for  rheumatism ; and  it  was  only  on  the  appearance 
of  typical  signs  that  it  was  possible  to  diagnose  the  case.  He  was 
removed  to  hospital,  where  he  recovered  after  being  almost  comatose 
for  some  days.  In  the  early  stages  of  his  convalescence  there  seemed 
to  be  no  important  sequelce,  but  since  then  there  has  been  con- 
siderable mental  deterioration,  which  may  or  may  not  ultimately 
improve. 

0/  the  Non-notip  able  Diseases. — Mumps  was  notified  to  the 
department  by  teachers  in  41  cases,  and  iii  were  found  by  the 
school  nursing  staff.  Those  cases  occurred  mostly  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  and  they  had  practically  ceased  by  the  late  summer. 

Measles  was  notified  by  teachers  in  316  cases,  and  found  by 
the  nursing  staff  in  136  cases.  The  most  severe  or  complicated 
cases,  23  in  n'umber,  were  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association  under  our  agreement  with  them. 

' GeT'/nan  Measles  was  UiOtified  by  teachers  on  7 occasions,  and 
whiooping-cough  discovered  by  the  staff  in  3 children. 

FOLLOWING  UP. 

The  arrangements  for  following  up  cases  of  defect  arc  un- 
altered, and  are  shortly  as  follows;  tlie  work  is  done  paitly  by  the 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  at  the  school  clinic  and  partly 
by  the  School  Nurses  by  home  visitation.  .All  cases  referred  to  the 


school  clinic  arc  rc-cxamined  from  time  to  time  at  fixed  dates  until 
the  cases  are  terminated.  All  cases  which  do  not  appear  for  re- 
examination at  the  appointed  date  are  automatically  dealt  with  by 
the  attendance  officers.  The  School  Nurses  visit  the  homes  of 
all  children  found  defective  at  the  routine  medical  inspection,  unless 
such  children  come  up  for  treatment  at  the  clinic. 

TREATMENT. 

The  agencies  used  for  treatment  are— (a)  the  School  Treat- 
ment Clinic,  at  which  are  treated  such  minor  ailments  as  ring-worm,, 
impetigo,  and  other  simple  skin  afiections,  discharging  ears,  practically 
all  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  and  many  minor  injuries  and 
sores.  During  the  year,  1594  cases  of  such  minor  ailments  were 
treated,  1371  of  those  being  done  lat  the  school  clinic,  and  223  by 
other  agencies. 

(b)  All  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  requiring  opera- 
tion, all  cases  requiring  correction  of  visual  defect,  and  the  worst 
cases  of  conjunctival  inflammation  are  sent  to  the  Royal  Infirmary 
under  an  agreement  by  which  we  pay  approximately  £150  a year. 
During  the  year,  i 57  eye  cases  and  20  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  or 
adenoids  were  sent  under  the  scheme. 

(c)  T/ze  7'uberculosis  Dis pensary . — All  cases  of  tuberculous 
disease  met  with  are  notified  and  sent  to  the  Dispensary,  where 
appropriate  treatment  is  arranged,  and  the  suspects  kept  under 
observation  until  a diagnosis  can  be  made.  Including  suspected 
cases  of  such  disease,  22  cases  were  referred  to  the  Dispensary  during 
the  year. 

(d;  Chester  District  Nursing  Association. — For  a fee  of  £50 
per  annum  the  Association  undertakes  the  nursing  of  severe  or  com- 
plicated cases  of  measles  and  whooping-cough  at  times  of  epidemic, 
and  also  help  in  the  home  treatment  of  minor  ailments  amongst  school 
children.  During  the  prevalance  of  measles  in  the  early  [)art  of  the 
year  the  Association  attended  to  20  cases  of  complicated  ()r  severe 
illness,  and  during  the  year  have  helped  in  the  treatment  of  cases 
of  scabies,  “worms,”  and  impetigo. 

Cases  Treated  (Table  IV.,  Groups  1 to  5). 

Ringworm . — Of  the  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  met  with, 
56  were,  known  to  be  treated,  54  being  done  at  the  treatment  clinic, 
and  2 by  other  agencies.  In  some  cases  the  children  were  referred 


by  practilioncrs  for  treatiueiU  at  ihc  clinic.  The  treatment  used  has 
been  mostly  sub-chloride  of  mercury  and  iodine  tincliuc;  latterly, 
collosoi  iodine  oil  has  been  used.  Both  methods  when  applied  with 
care  and  energy  will  cure  ringworm  in  approximately  the  same  time 
as  X-ray  treatment.  The  collosoi  iodine  oil  has  the  advantage  that 
no  irritative  scurfy  condition  is  produced. 

Scabies. — This  condition  is  fortunately  much  less  prevalent, 
only  5 cases  being  found  during  the  year.  Kathiolan  ointment  has 
been  used  in  treatment  with  entirely  satisfactory  results.  This  and 
prompt  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  is  gradually  reducing  the 
presence  of  this  affection. 

linpeligo. — Only  162  cases  of  this  condition  were  met  with 
and  treated  in  place  of  many  hundreds  some  years  ago.  Those  met 
with  were  all  mild.  The  importance  of  early  detection  and  treatment 
is  now  more  generally  recognised.  All  but  two  cases  were  treated 
at  the  treatment  clinic. 

Minor  Eye  Dejects. — Eighty-four  cases  of  minor  eye  defects 
were  treated,  being  mostly  slight  inflammatory  conditions  of  the 
conjunctivae. 

Minor  Ear  Dejects. — These  conditions,  mostly  ear  discharges 
and  accumulations  of  wax  accounted  for  79  cases,  all,  with  two  excep- 
tions, being  treated  at  the  clinic.  During  the  whole  of  the  year  the 
treatment  adopted  has  been  swabbing  with  a mild  disinfectant  and 
then  treating  with  absolute  alcohol,  which  gives  much  better  results 
than  the  former  syringing. 

Misceliancous  and  minor  D/juries,  etc.  (bruises,  sores,  "cotds,” 
sore  throats,  etc.) — Of  such  cases  there  were  1,028,  of  which  833 
were  treated  at  the  school  clinic  and  195  at  home. 

Group  II.  Defective  \b.sioN  and  Souint. 

The  children  refeuTed  to  the  Royal  Intirmary  under  the  scheme 
for  correction  of  refractive  error  numbered  166.  This  ngure  in- 
cludes all  new  cases  thought  to  require  correction,  children  who  had 
previously  had  glasses  but  who  were  thought  to  recpiire  re-e.xami- 
nation,  and  some  cases  where  the  glasses  had  been  broken  or  lost. 
In  89  cases,  glasses  were  prescribed,  and  in  78  cases  were  supplied. 
There  has  bee'n  a more  marked  unwillingness  on  the  jiart  of  parents 
to  consent  to  get  glasses  for  their  children  on  account  of  a supposed 
handicap  in  obtaining  employment. 


There  were  ('ascs  of  s(Hiinl,  all  of  which  were  treated  hv  the 
prescription  of  suitable  glasses.  No  operation  for  squint  was  |)er- 
formed.  ' ^ 

Gkotip  III.  Tre.atimkn f OF  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

In  this  group,  including  mouth  breathers,  nasal  catarrh,  .all 
cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  we  had  233  rases.  The 
mouth  breathers  were  instructed  how  to  practice  breathing  exeriase.s, 
and  any  abnormality  of  the  nose  or  throat  treated.  All  v'ases  of 
enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  were  given  local  treatment  first,  and 
only  those  worst  cases  which  did  not  respond  to  treatment,  were  sent 
for  operation.  There  were  30  such  cases,  20  of  which  were  done 
at  the  Infirmary  under  the  Authority’s  scheme  for  treatment,  and 
10  by  private  practitioners.  Provision  for  retention  over  night  when 
necessary  is  made  in  the  scheme,  but  no  case  required  to  be  kept. 

Group  IV.  Dental  Defects. 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Dentist  shews  considerable 
advance  on  last  year.  The  beneficial  effects  of  the  scheme  is  now 
definitely  noticeable  amongst  the  older  pupils:  — 

DENTAL  CLINIC. 

The  results  of  the  year’s  work  are  considerably  more  satis- 
factory than  in  the  previous  year.  This,  of  course,  is  mainly  due 
to  the  reverting  to  the  old  isystem  of  jratients’  contributory  payments. 

Nevertheless,  the  Introduction  of  the  new  scheme  of  payments 
in  the  year  1923  had  its  deliterious  effects  in  making  a greater 
increase  in  the  number  of  routine  cases  treated. 

The  number  of  special  cases  is  still  in  excess  of  the  number  of 
routine  cases  treated,  but  at  first  sight  this  is  rather  misleading, 
as  many  of  the  special  cases  which  come  up  for  treatment  under 
notices  from  the  School  Medical  Officer  are  the  results  of  my 
previous  examinations  and  notifications  confirmed  by  the  doctor. 
The  main  hindrance  to  the  work  of  getting  greater  numbers  of  routine 
cases  treated  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  parents  to  attend  Jbental 
E.xaminations  in  the  schools. 

I hardly  know  of  a case  where  the  parent  has  attended  the 
dental  examination  at  school,  in  which  it  has  been  impossible  to  get 
the  sanction  for  treatment.  Almost  without  c.xception,  when  die  ad- 
vantages ot  dental  treatment  are  carelully  explained  to  the  parents, 
there  is  a keen  desire  to  take  the  full  benefit  of  it. 
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'I'hc  number  of  filling  oi)cralions  performed  is  satisfactory,  and 
indicative  of  the  value  of  school  dentistry.  The  (jral  conditions 
met  with,  both  in  routine  examinations  and  special  cases,  shew  a 
good  improvement  on  the  conditions  of  a few  years  ago. 

But  regular  and  persistent  examinations  with  notifications  to 
the  parents  must  be  carried  out  if  the  present  standard  is  to  be 
maintained,  as  well  as  hoping  for  further  improvements  in  the  dental 
conditions  of  the  school  children. 

Cyril  N.  Wade. 

Groui’  V.  Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

Much  has  been  done  towards  improving  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  this  respect,  and  with  evident  improvement  in  general 
cleanliness,  and  with  some  but  less  evident  improvement  in  verminous 
conditions.  The  procedure  necessary  in  treating  this  condition  is 
too  clumsy,  and  takes  too  much  of  the  nurses’  time.  It  is  hoped  to 
improve  matters  after  the  opening  of  our  new  premises.  During 
the  year,  2 i 6 visits  were  made  by  nurses  to  schools  in  this  connection, 
and  10,319  examinations  of  children  made':  of  these,  717  were  found 
to  reciuire  treatment,  and  134  had  to  be  treated  at  the  cleansing 
station  on  failure  of  the  parent  eft'ectually  to  cleanse  their  children. 

EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  (Table  III.) 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  ascertain  all  the  e.xceptional 
children  in  the  area,  and  the  results  are  given  in  Table  HI.  When 
the  numbers  given  there  are  compared  with  those  on  page  63  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  year  1923,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  are  considerably 
below  the  total  to  be  expected  from  that  standard.  On  comparing 
the  separate  heads  of  the  table,  the  only  heading  showing  a marked 
discrepancy  is  that  of  delicate  and  crippled  children.  Under  the 
other  headings  there  is  reasonable  agreement.  This  would  suggest 
that  our  standard  of  delicacy  is  too  low.  ..ven  if  this  is  so,  it  is  of 
no  great  moment,  as  suitable  treatment  is  got,  so  far  as  possible,  for 
all,  whether  we  classify  them  as  delicate  children  or  as  children 
suffering  from  a temporary  disability.  In  classifying  the  mentally 
defective,  that  is,  those  capable  of  receiving  benefit  in  a special 
school  or  class,  but  unsuitable  for  an  elementary  school,  the  estimate 
made  by  the  teacher  has  been  largely  followed  but  not  entirely. 

The  provision  of  special  facilities  for  such  children  is  a serious 
problem.  The  differeiioe  in  sex  and  the  great  variety  in  age, 
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together  with  tlio  need  for  individual  attention  means  a large  staff, 
while  the  necessary  provision  of  transport  for  many  to  some  selected 
centre,  and  the  need  to  provide  meals  and  rest  rooms  further  increases 
the  difficulties.  Some  suitable  arrangement  might  be  made  by 
taking  two  or  three  rooms  in  one  or  two  schools,  providing  special 
teachers  and  allowing  the  children  to  benefit  by  the  atmosphere  of  an 
ordinary  school.  Transport  and  meals  would  then  probably  not 
be  required.  > ' ; , 

OPEN-AIR  EDUCATION. 

In  past  reports  I have  remarked  on  the  value  of  open-air 
education,  and  this  year  the  Education  Authority’s  interest  in  the 
matter  was  shewn  by  a deputation  visiting  such  schools  in 
Derbyshire.  The  following  are  extracts  of  a report  on  this  visit:- — ■ 

“The  gable  walls  only  are  built  of  brick  or  stone,  the  side 
walls  being  doors  of  special  construction  which  give  a wide  range 
in  the  amount  of  opening  possible.  They  may  have  only  hopper  open, 
or  be  half  open  or  entirely  open,  or  entirely  closed.  They  are 
simple  in  construction,  and  easily  handled.  The  roof  is  of  the 
mansard  form,  with  the  lower  half  of  the  northern  aspect  composed  of 
opaque  wire-mesh  glass.  The  room  is  ceiled  above  the  level  of  this 
roof  light.  Both  sides  of  the  building  have  a wide  verandah,  with 
a rather  flat  roof  having  no  glass  in  it.  Under  the  floor,  hot  water 
pipes  are  carried  through  its  whole  'extent.  Over  the  pipes  concrete 
slabs  are  placed,  forming  a cavity  in  which  the  pipes  lie.  On  top 
of  the  concrete  slabs  the  floor  proper  is  laid,  and  may  be  either  a 
granolithic  finish  or  wooden  or  composition  blocks. 

“The  orientation  of  the  building  is  of  importance : one  side 
should  have  an  exposure  within  30*^  east  or  west  of  north.  It  is  from 
the  glass  lower  part  of  this  north  roof  that  the  chief  light  is  derived. 
This  arrangement  giveis  a uniform  diffused  light,  and  excludes  direct 
sunlight  from  the  pupils'  books. 

“The  method  of  heating — using  the  whole  floor  area  as  a 
radiating  surface— is  probably  the  best  possible  method.  It  follows 
nature  in  keeping  the  feet  at  the  warmer  level. 

“The  atmosphere  of  the  school  was  found  to  be  fresh  and 
extremely  comfortable — much  more  so  than  in  an  earlier  part  of 
the  school  built  on  the  through  ventilation  principle  and  heated  by 
radiators  and  pipes.’’ 


A j^ood  dfal  could  be  done  in  securing  conditions  more  nearly 
api)roaching  open-air  education  in  the  existing  schools  than  is  at 
present  practised.  In  some  of  the  school  play-grounds  there  are 
already  sheds,  while  in  others  there  is  space  available. 

The  window  space  in  the  existing  schools  varies  greatly,  and 
the  space  made  to  open  is  as  various.  In  one  school — Christ 
Church  — the  windows  can  be  fully  opened,  while  in  Cherry  tlrove 
three-ciLiarters  of  fairly  large  windows  can  be  open.  In  some  of  the 
classrooms  of  other  schools  the  window  space  made  to  open  is  as 
low  as  one-sixth,  and  most  of  them  not  more  than  one-third. 

From  personal  inspection,  in  different  types  of  weather,  it 
can  be  said  tiiat  in  those  schools  with  the  best  available  openings, 
most  use  is  made  of  them,  while  in  those  with  quite  inadequate 
openings,  there  is  evident  reluctance  to  use  what  they  have.  A 
general  instruction  to  use  the  available  means  of  ventilation  to  the 
fullest  extent  possible  in  varying  circumstances  ought  to  do  good. 
In  nomc  of  the  schools  it  may  be  possible  so  to  alter  the  windows 
as  to  provide  more  opening.  The  sheds  in  existence  are  used  for 
teaching  purposes  in  most  instances,  and  perhaps  to  the  fullest  extent 
school  arrangements  allow.  In  cases  where  no  shed  is  available  one 
could  be  provided  with  advantage,  while  in  some  cases  there  is  no 
suitable  space. 

None  of  those  “make-shifts”  can  provide  the  advantages  of  an 
open-air  school  built  as  such,  but  they  would  improve  existing  con- 
ditions until  opportunity  arises  to  provide  new  buildings. 

Physical  Exercises. — The  advantage  of  obtaining  a crained 
organiser  of  physical  exercises  is  ' recognised.  Such  teaching  and 
supervision  as  would  be  obtainable  would  benelit  the  general  scholar, 
and,  in  particular,  remedial  exercises  for  postural  and  other  deformi- 
ties, including  the  re-education  of  muscles  in  old  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis,  would  be  a very  marked  gain. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

We  have  again  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  continued 
valuable  and  willing  help.  As  much  clerical  work,  incident  to 
medical  inspection,  as  is  possible  is  clone  in  the  office,  but  a con- 
siderable amount  inevitably  falls  on  the  teachers.  The  weighing  and 
measuring  of  jjupils,  and  also  vision  tests  arc  carried  out  by  the 
icat'hing  staff  pricjr  to  inspection.  This  entails  very  considerable 
work,  but  without  such  help  medical  inspection  could  not  be  carried 
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on  witli  the  c|uilc  inronsidcr.iblc  inf crru])! ion  of  school  work  '.vliicli 
at  present  takes  place.  Ollier  \aluable  help  is  poven  by  the  leachcrs 
referring'  to  the  clinic  any  child  found  suffering  from  some  minor 
ailment.  ' ' i ' I ' 

CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLl^NTARY  BODIES. 

It  is  occasionally  necessary  to  notify  the  local  branch  of  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  of  a case 
of  neglect  or  apparent  neglect.  The  Juvenile  Advisory  Committee 
continues  to  advise  parents  as  to  the  future  of  their  children,  the 
Committee  having  before  them  each  child’s  card  fflled  up  by  the 
teacher  so  far  as  mental  ability  is  concerned,  and  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  as  to  physical  condition. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  attendance  of  parents  at 
medical  inspection  has  again  increased.  It  is  so  much  more  valuable 
to  be  [able  to  explain  to  a parent  treatment  necessary  for  any  disability 
or  to  pre.vent  some  threatened  development  than  to  write  notes. 
The  following  table  shews  the  number  present:  — 


Group. 

Number 

Examined. 

Parents 

Present. 

Percentage, 

Entrants 

cn 

0 

00 

250 

49-2 

Intermediates 

523 

00 

26-3 

Leavers 

642 

84 

130 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS. 

During  the  year,  the  children  emiiloyed  have  been  kept  under 
special  observation.  No  harmful  effects  have  been  noted,  but  it  is 
found  on  the  whole  those  children  are  cleaner,  better  clothed  and 
probably  better  physically.  Badges  for  employment  were  issued 
to  124  children,  and  145  were  surrendered. 

CITY  AND  COUNTY  SCHOOLS. 

Report  on  the  Boys’  School. 

I he  health  and  physical  condition  of  the  boys  were  very  satis- 
factory. Unlike  younger  boys  in  Chester,  they  rather  exceed  the 
average  height  and  weight  of  similar  boys  in  the  general  population. 
They  develop  later,  the  difference  being  more  m.irked  in  weight 
than  in  height. 

In  all,  267  boys  were  examined,  169  belonging  to  the  County 
and  98  to  the  City. 
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The  following  tables  give  the  average  height  and  weight  at 
different  ages,  together  with  the  height  and  weight  of  similar  boys 
in  the  general  population;  — 

Average  weight,  in  lbs.,  of  Boys,  shewing  total  Boys,  and  City  and 
County  separately;  and  Boys  of  similar  age  groups 


in  General  Population. 


Age. 

City. 

No. 

Exani'd. 

County. 

No. 

Exam'd. 

Total. 

No 

Exam  d. 

Group  of 
Comparison. 

10 

56‘o 

I 

74-0 

3 

(>9'5 

4 

67’5 

I I 

76'6 

8 

69‘5 

9 

729 

17 

720 

12 

77'4 

8 

790 

27 

78-6 

35 

76-7 

13 

790 

12 

85-8 

32 

84-0 

44 

82-6 

14 

8i'o 

II 

93'5 

26 

920 

37 

920 

15 

io6-8 

16 

105-9 

30 

104-0 

46 

102-7 

16 

iio'3 

8 

loS'S 

16 

109-6 

33 

1190 

17 

129-5 

a 

1260 

8 

127-9 

16 

130-9 

18 

132  0 

... 

M 

00 

6 

I 

1360 

4 

137-4 

19 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Average  height,  in  inches,  of  Boys,  shewing  total  Boys,  and  City  and 
County  separately;  and  Boys  of '.similar  age  groups 
in  General  Population. 


Age. 

City. 

No, 

Exain.d. 

County. 

No. 

Exam-d.  , 

Total. 

.\o. 

Examd. 

Group  of 
Comparison. 

10 

4975 

I 

55-96 

3 

54-40 

4 

51-8 

II 

56-48 

8 

55-i3 

9 

55-76 

17 

53-5 

12 

5598 

8 

57-21 

27 

56-93 

35 

54-9 

^3 

57-69 

12 

59-33 

32 

58-88 

44 

56-9 

14 

60-57 

1 1 

61-31 

26 

6o-s5 

37 

59-3 

15 

6253 

16 

62-89 

30 

62-77 

46 

62-2 

16 

6^-94 

17 

64-52 

16 

64-73 

33 

64’3 

17 

66-01 

8 

67-93 

8 

66-98 

16 

66-2 

18 

66  75 

3 

70-5 

I 

67-69 

4 

... 

19 

... 

... 

The  outstanding  defect  continues  to  be  dental  caries,  this 
fault  beiirg  jjresent  in  32  per  cent,  of  the  City  boys  and  29  per 
cent,  of  thos('  from  the  County.  The  standard  is  high,  as  all  those 
shewing  one  bad  tooth  when  examined  without  mirror  or  probe  are 
counted,  and  the  parent  asked  to  get  treatment. 

Very  few  were  found  with  defective  eyesight.  All  the  older 
cases  have  been  provided  with  suitable  glasses,  and  only  three  other 
cases  were  found. 

Post-nasal  catarrhs  were  common,  rather  less  so  amongst 
County  boys  than  among  those  Ironi  the  City. 
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Palpable  cervical  "lands  were  found  in  44  cases,  the  ini  idence 
being  .about  equal  in  the  two  groups  of  boys. 

Four  boys  shewed  some  form  of  heart  trouble,  two  being 
organic  disease,  one  very  marked,  but  who  suffers  little  inconvenience. 

Two  cases  of  slight  deafiie-  • ia:l  me  case  of  stammering  are 
still  at  school ; the  deafness,  due  to  old  middle  ear  trouble,  is  no 
worse;  and  the  stammer  somewhat  better. 

While  no  boys  shewed  evident  lung  disease,  three  are  under 
observation. 

Details  of  the  defects  are  given  in  a table  at  the  end  of  the 
report . 

The  school  buildings  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  state 
of  repair. 

"Report  on  the  Girls’  School. 

A thorough  examination  of  every  girl  in  the  school  was  carried 
out  during  the  year,  together  with  the  re-inspections  of  defective 
children.  Also  several  special  cases  were  seen  at  odd  times,  either  by 
request  of  the  teachers  or  parents.  The  standard  of  health  and 
cleanliness  still  remains  satisfactory,  though  it  was  found  necessary 
to  exclude  4 children — 2 for  verminous  heads  (sisters,  and  one  a new 
girl),  one  for  ringworm,  and  one  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

M a!  nut  ritiou  still  seems  to  be  more  prevalent  in  the 
County  than  in  the  City,  both  the  cases  requiring  special  treatment 
being  County  girls,  as  were  9 of  the  cases  for  observation.  Similarly, 
26  “unclean”  heads  came  from  the  County,  in  comparison  with  6 from 
the  City;  but  out  of  204  lold  girls  examined  only  14  shewed  any 
“nits”  at  all,  which  indicated  a marked  improvement. 

One  new  case  of  defective  vision  was  discovered,  though  4 1 
girls  wearing  glasses  were  kept  under  constant  supervision. 

With  the  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  hair,  there  was 
a diminution  in  the  number  of  enlarged  cervical  glands,  though  a 
large  number  still  appear  in  connection  with  dental  caries. 

This  defect  is  by  far  our  largest  and  still  calls  for  more 
stringent  treatment,  as  there  were  41  girls  requiring  attention. 
Here,  again,  the  County  girls  furnish  the  greater  number,  as  they 
comprised  32  of  the  41  cases. 

The  number  of  girls  shewing  some  degree  of  anaunia  has 
increased,  but  this  may  in  some  way  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 
one  large  class  was  examined  during  the  time  the  pupils  were  pre- 
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pniin"  for  mntrirolation,  nnd  ihoy  were  .ill  very  tired  ,ind  .‘romcwh.it 
Ix'low  tlu'  usu.il  standard;  but  this  was  com|)lctely  rectified  after 
their  summer  holiday. 

There  are  still  41  girls  unvaccinated  in  the  school,  30  of  whom, 
are  County  girls,  and  7 new  ones. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  were  6 special  cases  seen 
this  year.  Some  of  these  came  with  notes  from  the  parents, 
referring  to  some  special  defect,  and  in  each  case  a letter  was  senfc 
to  the  jiarents  witli  suggestions  of  obtaining  medical  aid  or  simple 
treatment  if  practicable. 

Each  parent  was  notified  of  their  child’s  defect  by  letter,  and 
whether  treatment  was  necessary;  also  were  re-notified  if  the  defect 
was  not  rectified  within  reasonable  time. 

F.  Mary  Price,  M.D. 


Average  height,  in  inches,  of  Girls,  giving  City  and  County  separately; 
total  height  of  corresponding  Girls  in  General  Population. 


Age. 

City. 

No. 

Exam  d. 

County. 

No, 

Exam'd. 

Total. 

No. 

Exam'd. 

Group  of 
Comparison. 

10 

.33-8 

I 

.33‘2 

3 

5^3 

, 4 

31-0 

I I 

S.3-I 

1 1 

.35-8 

20 

5^ '2 

31 

53’i 

12 

.38-9 

T2 

59  6 

25 

58-2 

37 

55-6 

13 

6o'2 

13 

59'4 

36 

397 

51 

377 

t4 

6o'9 

20 

62-3 

17 

61-5 

37 

59‘8 

1.3 

633 

16 

6i'9 

25 

62-05 

41 

bo'Q 

16 

^3 '4 

10 

62  8 

1 1 

63-1 

21 

61-7 

J7 

63- 1 

6 

63-8 

13 

63-6 

19 

62-5 

18 

64-1 

6 

63-85 

5 

64-0 

I I 

62-4 

19 

• * • 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

Average  weight,  in  lbs.,  of  Girls  giving  City  and  County  separately; 
total  weight  of  corresiionding  Girls  in  General  Population. 


Age. 

City. 

No. 

K.x.iiM'd. 

Counly. 

No 

\i/  am’d, 

Total 

No. 

Exam'd 

Group  of 
Comparison 

10 

65-0 

I 

^3‘33 

3 

qc 

0 

4 

62‘0 

II 

69-2 

1 1 

73‘8 

20 

721 

31 

68-1 

12 

88-2 

12 

87-4 

23 

877 

37 

76-4 

13 

97  0 

'3 

88  6 

36 

912 

31 

87-2 

14 

93 ’9 

20 

102  I 

17 

III-5 

37 

96-7 

C3 

io6'5 

16 

io6'3 

23 

107-1 

41 

106-3 

16 

'J4'3 

10 

1 1 5-8 

1 1 

1131 

21 

113-1 

17 

1 16-3 

6 

1 18-8 

13 

1181 

19 

IET3 

18 

1 1 8-8 

6 

1170 

5 

118-5 

1 1 

1211 

19 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 
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PUBLIC  RLFMRNTARY  SCHOOLS. 

I'Alil.K  I.— RKTURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


A.  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  ol  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  508 

Intermediates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^523 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  642 


I ^7.1 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  104. 

B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3238 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1048 


TOTAL 4286 

Table  II. 


Table  II. 

A — KPrrURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
IN  'i  HE  YEAR  ENDED  ^ist  J)ECEM  HER,  1924. 


Korri.NE  Inspections. 

SlTCCIAI,'.-, 

No.  OF 

Defects. 

No,  OF 

Defects. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  requiring 
Treatment. 

2 

As  Col  I. 

As  Col.  2. 

4 

Malnutrition  ... 

6 

1 1 

15 

Uncleanliness 

72 

56 

213 

Ringworm — 

Scalp 

4 

57 

Body 

8 

... 

6b 

Skin — 

Scabies 

5 

Impetigo 

5 

. . . 

162 

Other  Diseases 

(Non-TB.)  

17 

1 

1 14 

Eye- 

Blepharitis 

16 

I 

Conjunctivitis 

2 

36 

Keratitis 

Corneal  Opacities 

2 

< • 

Defective  Vision 

.Excluding  Squint) 

134 

9 

232 

2 

Squint 

6 

2 

16 

Other  Conditions 

I 

... 

■>  -> 

I 

Ear- 

Defective  Hearing  ... 

20 

s 

5 

15 

47 

Otitis  Media  ... 

8 

Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

14 

24 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

6q 

4- 

80 

I 

Adenoids  only 

6 

3 

12 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 

67 

2 

18  ; 

Other  Conditions 

30 

4 

24 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 
(Non-T.B.)  

9 

5 

<13 

Defective  Speech 

2 

8 

4 

Teeth— 

Dental  Diseases 

(see  Tal  ile  IV.  Group  IV.) 

286 

.S 

90 

24 


T\r.T,F  TI. — Continued. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Specials 

No.  OK  DKKECI'S. 

No.  OK 

Dekecis. 

DEFKCT  OR  DISEASE. 

Requirinji 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  requiriug 
Treat  ment. 

2 

As  Coi.  I. 

•3 

As  Col.  2. 

4 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic  ... 

II 

6 

6 

Functional 

10 

15 

I 

Anaemia 

29 

7 

19 

Lungs — 

56 

Bronchitis 

26 

6 

Other  Non-'F.B.  Diseases  ... 

10 

16 

14 

Tuberculosis- 

Pulmonary — 

Definite  ... 

* • > 

I 

Suspected 

2 

. . . 

II 

Non-  Pulmonary-- 

8 

Glands  ... 

3 

. . 

Spine 

I 

... 

... 

Hip 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Bones  & Joints  ... 

I 

I 

... 

Skin 

I 

. . 

I 

Other  Forms 

... 

I 

2 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy 

I 

I 

7 

Chorea 

I 

. . . 

5 

Other  Conditions 

I 

... 

5 

Deformities — 

Rickets 

2 

I 

I 

Spinal — 

Curvature 

7 

... 

4 

Other  Forms 

5 

2 

8 

Other  Defects  & Diseases  ... 

67 

13 

1071 

14 

B.— NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  FOUND  AT  ROUTINE 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT  (EXCLUDING 
UNCLEANINESS  AND  DENTAL  DISEASE). 


Group. 

Inspected 

Children. 

Found  to 
require 
Treatment. 

Percentage  of 
Children  found  to 
require  Treatment 

Code  Groups — 

Entrants 

508 

221 

43'5 

Intermediates 

523 

247 

47-2 

Leavers 

642 

262 

408 

Total  Code  Groups 

1673 

730 

43’6 

Other  Routine  Inspections. 

104 

I 

096 

^5 


Taiii.k  III  — numerical  RKTUI^N  OF  ALL  EXCEUriONAL  CHILDREN 


IN  ARKA.  lioys.  <iiils.  Total 


Bliiul 

Hnckidiii!^ 

i)  Suitable  for 
training  in  a 
■school  or  class 
for  the  tolallv 
Blind. 

.Attending  Certified  Schools  or 
classes  for  tlie  Blind  ... 
Attending  I’ublic  Elementary 
Schools  ... 

.At  other  Imtitutions  '... 

.\t  no  School  or  Institution 

... 

3 

■> 

partially 
Blind ). 

! 

ii)  Suitable 
or  tr.uning  in 
a school  or 
class  for  the 
partially 
Blind.' 

.Mtending  Certilied  Schools  or 
Classes  for  the  Blind  ... 
.Attending  I’ublic  Elementary 

Schools  ... 

.\t  other  Institutions 

.At  no  School  or  Institution 

7 

8 

15 

Deaf  ' 
lindudiiig 
Deaf  and 

i ) Suitable  for 
tr. lining  in  a 
school  or  class 
for  the  totally 
Deal  or  Deaf 
and  Dumb. 

■Attending  Certilied  Schools  or 
Classes  for  the  Deaf  ... 
Attending  Bublic  Elementary 
Schools  ... 

.\t  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

... 

I 

Dumb  and 
partially 
Deaf 

(ii)  Suilabk- 
for  tr.iining  in 
a school  01' 
class  foi'  the 
jiartially 
Deaf. 

.Attending  Certified  Schools  or 
Classes  for  the  Deaf  ... 
.Attending  Bublic  Elementary 
Schools 

.At  other  Institutions 

.At  no  School  or  Institution 

8 

■> 

7 

1 ."A 

2 

Mentally 

Dcfcetive 

Feeble 

Minded  cases 
not  notiliablc 
to  the  Local 
Control 
.Authority). 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Mentally  Defective  Chikhen  ... 
Attending  Public  Filementarv 
Schools  ... 

.At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

6 

25 

•*> 

49 

8 

Notiked  to  the 
Local  Control 
Authority 
during  the 

Feeble  Minded 

Inrbcciles  ... 

Idiots 

lO 

15 

25 

year. 

Epileptie-. 

Sullering 
from  severe 
Epilejis'c 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Epileptics 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certilied 
Special  Schools 

Attending  Bublic  Elementary 
Schools  ... 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

... 

... 

Suffering 
from 
Epilcjisy 
which  is  not 

.Attending  Bublic  Elementary 
Schools  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

5 

3 

8 

severe . 
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Physically 

Defective. 


Table  III. — ConLinued. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Infectious 

Pulmonary 

and 

Glandular 

Tuber- 

culosis. 


Non- 
infectious 
but  active 
Pulmonary 
and 

Glandular 

Tuber- 

culosis. 


Delicate 
Children  {c.g. 
pre  or  latent 
Tuberculosis, 
Malnutrition, 
Debility, 
Anaemia,  etc. 


Active  Non- 
pulmonary 
Tuberculosis, 


Crippled 
Children 
(other  than 
those  with 
active 

Tuberculous 
Disease),  e.^. 
children 


those  with 
severe  Heart 
Disease. 


At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board  ... 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

... 

2 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 
approved  b}'  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board  ... 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-air 
Schools 

I 

At  Certified  Day  Open-air  Schools 

... 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ... 

I 

2 

At  other  Institutions 

I 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

... 

... 

At  Certified  Residential  Opeii-air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open-air  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ... 

At  other  Institutions 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 
approved  by  the  Misistry  of 
Health  or  the  Board  ... 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ... 

4 

... 

At  other  Institutions 

2 

4 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

... 

... 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 
Schools 

... 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools 

... 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ... 

12 

3^> 

At  other  Institutions 

... 

... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

r 

3 

4 

42 

7 


* 
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Table  IV. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1924, 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 

Group  I. — MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliiiess,  for  wliich 

see  Group  V.) 


Number  of  Defects  Treated,  or  under 
Treatment  during  the  Year. 

UlSIiASE  OK  DEFECT. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Tor  A I.. 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

Ringworm — Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo  ... 

Other  Skin  Disease 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

E.xternal  and  Other  (but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  11.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.,  Minor  Injuries, 
Bruises,  Sores,  Chilblains,  etc.) 

54 

61 

5 

160 

47 

84 

77 

833 

2 

5 

2 

17 

2 

195 

66 

5 

162 

1 14 

84 

79 

1028 

Total  

... 

1371 

223 

1594 

Group  II  —DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND 

SQUINT. 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Sclieine. 

Subiiiilled  lu 
Refraction  by 
Private 

Practitioner  or  • 
at  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority  s 
Sclieme. 

otherwise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction,  iuclud- 
ing  Squint  (operations  for 
Squint  should  be  recorded 
separately  in  the  body  of 
the  report)  ... 

Other  Defects  or  Disease  of 
the  Eyes  (excluding  those 
recorded  in  Group  I.) 

156 

I 

1 

iS 

1 

1 

4 

i 

2 

178 

3 

Total  

157 

18 

0 

181 

Total  Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed — 

(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  S9 

(б)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  jsjji 


Total  Number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  yg 

{b)  Otherwise  


28 


(’.ROUP  111.— I'RKA  TMRN  r OU 


DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Nu.mhkr  ok  Dekkcts. 


Riceived  operative  rreatiut  ill. 

rndcT  ihe  AiUliorily  s 
Schvnif.  in 

C itiic  or  Horpilal. 

liy 

I’riv.ile  Ihaciitioncr 
or  IlospiUil.  1 

apart  Irom  the 
Aulliorily's  Scheme 

Total. 

f^eccived 
other  forms  ol 
Treat  mciil. 

Total  Number 
rreated. 

20 

! 

1 0 

30 

20  ^ 

233 

tlROUP  iV  — 

DICNTAL 

D E F ECTS 

(1)  Nuniliei  of  Children  wlio  wcie  : — 
(cl)  Inspeclcd  by  Ihe  Dentist  : 
Aged 


Routine 

Age 

e.roups 


Specials  ...  ...  •••  •••  43^’ 


• 

6. 

7- 

8. 

y- 

10. 

1 1 . 
12. 

‘3- 

r j . 


397 
437 
53^ 
575  \ 
30  I 


'I'otal 1973 


C'lrand  Total  ...  ..  ...  3408 


(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  ... 

(()  Actually  treated 

(</)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  a resu 
examination 

, , , , 1 Inspection...  28 

(2)  Halt-days  c.evoted  to  ^ Treatment...  194 

(3)  Attendtmees  intide  by  children  for  treatment 

^ i Permanent  Teeth  ...  708 

(4)  f'ill'tig^  •••  ) Temporary  Teeth  ...  88 

j Permanent  'I’eeth  ...  258 

(5)  Extiactions  ...  | Teinirorary  "Feeth  ...  998 


Permanent 'I'eeth...  313  ( 


, i-’ermanent  jeein...  313 
(71  Otheroperations  ^ Temporary  Teeth ...  — 


... 

1354 

periodical 

330 



45 

Total 

222 

... 

1745 

Total 

796 

Total 

1256 

10ns 

Nil 

Total  ... 

3L3 

(iROUP  V. — UNCLEAN  L1NE3S  & VERMINOUS  CONDI  I IONS. 

(1)  .Vver.ige  number  of  visits  per  school  made  dining  the  ye.u  bji  the 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  •••  ■ •••  *- 

(2)  Total  number  ol  examinations  oi  children  111  ihe  schools  103 19 

(3)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ••  ••.  7^7 

(4)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Authority  ^-^1 

(3)  Number  ol  c.ises  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  weie  taken  . 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  i 

(h)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  Nd 


’9 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  SCHOOL,  CHESTER. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  ist  JANUARY,  1924, 
'I'O  3 1ST  DECEMBER,  1924. 

TABLE  I. 


Age 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

•9 

Total 

Boys 

4 

18 

37 

44 

38 

48 

1 

^ a 

30 

5 

... 

267 

Cjtirls  ... 

4 

31 

38 

52 

37 

41 

2 1 

19 

1 1 

... 

254 

Total  ... 

8 

49 

75 

96 

75 

89 

64 

49 

16 

... 

52r 

PUPILS  BELONGING  TO  THE  CITY. 


Age 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19  Total 

Boys 

I 

9 

8 

I 2 

12 

16 

24 

13 

■> 

98 

Girls 

1 1 

13 

16 

20 

16 

10 

6 

6 

99 

'Folal 

2 

20 

2 1 

28 

32 

32 

34 

19 

9 

197 

PUPILS  BELONGING  TO  THE  COUNTY. 


Age 

10 

11 

1 2 

13 

14 

'5 

16 

‘7 

18 

Total 

Boys 

3 

9 

.9 

32 

26 

32 

19 

'7 

2 

169 

Girls 

-y 

20 

25 

36 

17 

25 

1 1 

13 

8 

155 

I'otal 

6 

29 

54 

68 

43 

57 

30 

30 

7 

324 

3° 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  SCHOOL,  CHESTER. 

TABLE  II. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  COURSE  OF  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION  IN  1924. 


ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS. 

SPECI.4LS 

■No.  referred 
for 

No  requiring 
to  be  kept  under 
observation  but 

\o.  referred 
for 

No.  requiring 
to  be  kept  under 
observation 
hut  not 
referred  for 
treatment. 

treatment. 

not  referred  for 
treatment. 

treatment. 

1 

2 

3- 

4- 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Malnutrition 
Uncleanliness — 

— 

2 

16 

Head 

— 

29 

Body 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 Impetigo 



- — 

_ 

17 

Skin  • Other  Disease 

— 

I 

( (Non-T.B.) 

r j Defective  Vision 

^ j Squint.. 

3 

I 

— 

41 

4 

P ] Defective  Hearing  ... 

— 

4 

2 

13 

1 Otitis  Media 

— 

I 

— 

2 

Nose  & i Enlarged  Tonsils 

2 

4 

28 

27 

Throat  I Other  conditions 

— 

5 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

— 

— 

44 

40 

I 

Defective  Speech... 

— 

I 

I 

10 

Teeth  ...  

81 

41 

7 

7 

Heart  ( Organic  Disease  ... 





I 

7 

& Functional 

— 

— 

4 

20 

Circulation  ( Anteniia 

— 

— 

61 

Lungs  Catarrh 

— 

— 

2 

17 

,p  , 1 • ( Pulmonary 

rubeiculosis  j ... 

— 

I 

I 

3 

1 Rickets  ... 

— 

— 

22 

1 2 

Deformities  < Spinal  Curvature 

— 

— 

I 

12 

( Other 

— 

— 

4 

37 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

— 

— 

55 

37 

5 

